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DUNSCOMB RESIDENCE
or
LITTLE GREEK HOUSE

584 South Front Street

Memphls, Shelby County
Tennessee

Owner: J.S. Dunscomb.

Date of Erection: Between 18/4 and 1850 (see following page); about
1846 (see drawings).

Architect: No record.

Builder: Wardlow Howard (see drawings).

Pregent Condition: Good.

Number of Stories: One, end basement.

Materials of Consiructien: Brick. Stuccoed on front.

Other Existing Records: See text.

Additional Date: See following pages.
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DUNSCOMB HOUSE
or
LITTLE GREEK HOUSE
584 South Front Street
Memphis, Shelby County
Tennessee

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL NOTES:

This little Greek Revival building is an old
Frazier home, built in the early eighteen-forties from the plans
of an unknown French architect. In the eighteen—fiffties the
house was Ewned by Col. Hugh Rice Austin, who had two attractive
daughters.” Austin wes a lsrge plantation owner of Mississippi.
An old line Whig, he spent considerable time in Washington prior
to the War of Rebellion in an effort to prevent the clash.?

Mys. Virginis Frezer Boyle, poet lsureate of the
Confederacy, and grand-daughter of Colonel Austin, is living at
present at #653 South MeLean Street in Memphis. Attorney Thomas
R. Boyle, her husbend, believes the house was built by Wardlow
Howard. It is at present owned by J.S.Dunscomb and occupied by
tenants .2 _

In 1933 the Board of Architects selected this :in
house as one of the six best exsmples of esrly Memphis architecture.

The main facade has a four columned Ionic poreh
and coupled pilasters separated by niches at the corners of the bulld- |
ing. The niches formerly contained draped marble figures of house-
hold gods, & fact reveslip, the Greek manie of this period. The
classical entablature is g@avy; otherwise the design is excellent.

——ary,

LHistory of the Homes snd Gardens of Tennessee, compiled by the
Gargen Study Club of Nashville, pp. 313, 314.

“Given by Marshell Smith, approved by J. Fragzer Smith. Original
Paper 7 Field nolte boox . '
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